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Pr esident ’s Cor ner  
Cat hr yn Feely 
Pr esident  

 
 
Dear  Member s and Fr iends of  I WLA 
 
August  was our  dar k mont h and I  hope ever yone was able t o enj oy 
t heir  t ime of f . As we move int o t he mont h of  Sept ember , we ar e 
looking f or war d t o meet ing up wit h f r iends and our  sist er  
associat ions at  t he St at e Meet ing t hat  will be held in Fr esno on t he 
16 t h and 17 t h.  I t  will be gr eat  f or  I WLA if  many of  our  member s ar e 
able t o at t end. 
 
I n t he day-t o-day whir lwind of  lif e, it  is easy t o f or get  what  is r eally 
impor t ant  in lif e.  We need t o cont inually r emind our selves of  our  
t heme of  Fellowship & Trust  as we wat ch t he hur r icane season 
r epeat edly t ear  t hr ough t he same st at es year  af t er  year , dest r oying 
people’s lives, homes and businesses. Or  r eceive news of  f r iends and 
colleagues who have lost  f amily, j obs, or  suf f er ed ser ious inj ur ies. 
Many of  us might  be f eeling mor e st r ess and pr essur es at  our  j obs 
t hese days. I t  br ings back home t he adage of  “Don’t  sweat  t he small 
st uf f .” 
 
So please be consider at e and suppor t ive t o your  f amily, f r iends and 
colleagues. I t  may not  change t heir  sit uat ions, but  it  will always help 
t hem t o know t hey ar e not  alone and help t hem get  t hr ough t he 
t ough t imes.  Ther e may come a t ime when you might  need t heir  
suppor t  as well. 
 
I  would also like t o encour age all of  you t o br ing a guest  t o one of  
our  dinner  meet ings, who might  be int er est ed in j oining I WLA. We 
ar e always looking f or  new member s and have much t o of f er  t hem. 
They will be mor e t han welcome. Enj oy a saf e and f un Labor  Day 
Holiday.  Look f or war d t o seeing you all t his mont h. 

Cont inued on page 2 
 

IWLA Cover Note 
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Pr esident ’s Cor ner  
Cont inued f r om page 1 
 
Reminders 
 
1. Don’t  f or get  t o st ar t  t elling your  
f r iends and colleagues about  our  
upcoming Fundr aiser  I ndust r y Golf  
Tour nament  on October 7th,  2005.  
Ear ly not ice will give people t ime t o plan 
t heir  schedules accor dingly so t hey can 
at t end. 
 
2. The Execut ive Boar d will meet  on 
Wednesday, September 14th at  5:30 
PM. We will be meet ing at  Hof f man 
Br own Company 15233 Vent ur a Blvd. 
West  Plaza Sher man Oaks 91403. 
 
Ever y year , t he CA Council of  NAI W 
publishes an Annual Repor t , highlight ing 
t he act ivit ies of  all t he local 
associat ions. I t  is t he associat ion 
pr esident ’s dut y t o pr ovide t heir  annual 
r epor t  t o t he st at e PR Chair . This r epor t  
is pr esent ed at  t he St at e Meet ing and a 
copy is given t o ever y at t endee. I t  
highlight s t he accomplishment s and 
achievement s of  each local associat ion 
f r om J uly 1, 2004 t o J une 30, 2005.  
The PR Chair  will summar ize t he 
highlight s and r ead t hat  ver sion of  t he 
r epor t s at  t he st at e meet ing. 
 
Since t he ent ir e r epor t  will not  be r ead, 
I  have included a copy of  our  or iginal 
Annual Repor t  t o t he St at e Dir ect or  f or  
your  r eview (see page 7). 
 
I n Fellowship, 
 
Ca t h r yn   

 

Job Line 

 
 
Please check our website for updated information at 
www.insurancewomenla.org or contact Victoria 
Lovinggood. 
 

EXECUTIVE LIABILITY ACCOUNT 
UNDERWRITER with St. Paul Travelers in Diamond 

Bar, CA 
 
Position Summary: 
Manages, underwrites and services new business 
submissions and renewals for Executive Liability 
business.  Pre-qualifies accounts and provides 
underwriting recommendations to underwriter.  
Knowledge of bond products, markets, current 
business environment and underwriting guidelines.  
Generates new business primarily through inside 
sales.   Demonstrates initiative and innovation in 
achieving results.  Executive Liability products to be 
underwritten are: Directors & Officers Liability, 
Employment Practice Liability, Fiduciary Liability, 
Crime Insurance, Miscellaneous Professional 
Liability and Kidnap & Ransom Insurance. 
Qualified candidates may submit their resume in 
“Word” format to 
wwilkes@stpaultravelers.com. 

Member Updates 
 
Member Updates is a column to spotlight 
the accomplishments of our members.  If 
you have received a promotion or a new 
designation you wish to share, please 
contact editor Victoria Lovinggood so that 
your accomplishments can be included in 
the newsletter. 
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Calendar of Events 

 
 

September is Community Action Month 
 
September 14, 2005 
Board Meeting, 5:30 P.M. 
Hoffman Brown Company 
 
September 16 – 17, 2005 
CA State Council Meeting, Fresno, CA 
 
September 21, 2005 
Dinner Meeting (Please contact Cynthia Andrachick at 
818-464-9365 for more information) 
4222 Vineland Ave, North Hollywood, CA 
 
September 26, 2005 
All submissions for the IWLA Covernote are due to the 
Editor. 
 
September 30, 2005 
IWASC Golf Tournament 
Foxtail Golf Course in Rohnert Park 
Please contact the Editor if you would like more 
information. 
 

October is Safety Month 
 

October 7, 2005 
Third Annual All Insurance Golf Tournament 
Debell Golf Course 
Please contact Lily Gastelum for more information. 
 
October 12, 2005 
Board Meeting, 5:30 P.M. 
Hoffman Brown Company 
 
October 19, 2005 
Dinner Meeting (Please contact Cynthia Andrachick at 
818-464-9365 for more information) 
4222 Vineland Ave, North Hollywood, CA 
 

Collect  for  In s u ra n ce Wom en  
Marie K. Franz en  
Ins . Wom en  of  Milw au k ee 
 
Ta ke u s , O God , u n der Th y Divin e 
p rotection . 
 
Ma ke u s  to a ct  a s  Th y m essen gers  for  
peace a n d  con ten tm en t , for  h a rm on y a n d  
u n ders ta n din g. 
 
Gra n t  th a t  we m ay see m ore clea r ly th e 
poin t  of view of oth er  m en  a n d  wom en  in  
a ll lin es  of in s u ra n ce. 
 
Rea lizin g th e h igh ly com petit ive n a tu re of 
ou r  bu s in es s , tea ch  u s  to res pect  
com petit ion  a t  a ll t im es . 
 
Keep  u s  free from  pet t in es s  a n d  u n wise 
d is crim in a tion .  Let  u s  do ou r  work  
willin gly, h on es tly a n d  th orou gh ly, givin g 
service gra ciou s ly a t  a ll t im es . 
 
Tea ch  u s , O Lord , to kn ow a n d  to rea lize 
th a t  by Th y gra ce we ca n  live in  perfect  
peace with  on e a n oth er . 
 
An d  gra n t  th a t  th rou gh  th is  orga n iza t ion  
we m a y becom e closer in  fr ien ds h ip  a n d  
u n ders ta n din g. 
 
AMEN. 
 

Covernote Reminder 
 

All submissions for the October Covernote 
are due no later than Monday, September 
26, 2005 to the editor. 
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THE 2005 – 2006 IWLA BOARD AND COMMITTEE 
CHAIRMEN 

 
EXECUTIVE BOARD 
 
President: Ca thryn Feely 
President Elec t: Lily Gastelum, CISR 
Vic e-President: Mitula  Pa tel 
Sec reta ry: Ga il Mc Kenzie 
Treasurer: Deborah Pa lad ino, CIC, CPIW 
Covernote Ed itor: Vic toria  Lovinggood  
Immedia te Past President: Susan Fife, CPIW, 

CPCU, AAM, AIS, AIM, DAE 
Direc tors: Cynthia  Andrac hic k, CPIW 
       Vic ki Huff  
       Darlene “ Chris”  Lipka  
       Marc i Ba rrett 
 
COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 
 
Advertising : Ga il Mc Kenzie 
Arrangements: Cynthia  Andrac hic k, CPIW 
Aud it: Susan Fife, CPIW, CPCU, AAM, AIS, 

AIM, DAE 
Budget: Deborah Pa lad ino, CIC, CPIW 
Bylaws: Mitula  Pa tel 
Community Ac tion: Rhea  Meshekow 
Educ a tion: Andrea  Gab le-Setterstrom 
          Marion Graham 
Financ e: Christine Chand ler-Tillett 
Job line: Vic toria  Lovinggood  
Legisla tion: Marc i Ba rrett 
Membership : Marilyn Cartrett 
Programs: Darlene “ Chris”  Lipka  
        Marg ie Sc ott 
Pub lic  Rela tions: Lily Gastelum, CISR 
Sa fety: Nanc y Burgos 
Website: Mitula  Pa tel 
Sec ret Pa l: Vic kie Huff 
 

 
 

Upcom in g Even t  a t  ou r  
Sep tem ber  Din n er  Meetin g 

 

 
 
 

Wh ite Eleph a n t  Mys tery Silen t  
Au ct ion  

 
Ever  get  a  won derfu l gift  a n d  you  
h a ve n o idea  wh a t  to do with  it?  

 
Now is  you r  ch a n ce to h elp  IWLA by 

don a t in g it  for  a  fu n  fu n dra is er . 
 

Br in g you r  u n u s ed  wra pped  gift  to 
th e Sep tem ber  Din n er  m eet in g. 

 
Wra p  you r  gift  to a t t ra ct  th e h igh es t  

b id . 
 

Eye ca tch in g * Tem p tin g * Un iqu e * 
Mys ter iou s  

 
Com e join  u s  in  th e fu n  of b idd in g 

on  th e u n kn own . 
 

Brou gh t  to you  by th e Fin a n ce 
Com m it tee ch a ired  by Ch r is t in e 
Ch a n d ler -Tillet  
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President Elect’s Spot 
 

 
 
Lily Gastelum, CISR 
President Elect 
 
 
Our State meeting is fast approaching as the 
President Elect and alternate.  I look forward to 
closely watching, learning and being aware of how 
the sessions are run.  Being a recent CWC 
graduate and having one of our members 
compete, Deborah Paladino, I am especially 
excited to attend the speak-off competition on 
Saturday morning.  Let’s all wish her luck!  Carola 
was great as an instructor and I think each and 
everyone who took the class gained personal 
gratification.  I myself need the advanced course, 
as I still cannot control the butterflies.  Now that 
we have taken a month off, hopefully everyone will 
be energized to start our new term.  If we all work 
and support one another we can continue to make 
our Association stronger.  Remember there is no 
“I” in Team.  Either I will see you at the 9/14 Board 
meeting or I’ll hope to see you in Fresno.  
 
Respectfully,  
 
Li l y  
 

Community Act ion   
 

“Back to School Supply Dr ive” 
 

Our  community act ion  project  for  
September  is a  “Back to School Supply 
Dr ive” for  Hillsides.  P lease find it  in  your  
hea r t s to pick up as many it ems as you  can  
from the list  below and br ing it  a ll to the 
September  meet ing (lot s of back-to-school 
sa les a re going on  r igh t  now).  Check out  
their  website, www.hillsides.org, for  a  
deta iled look a t  th is wonderfu l organiza t ion .  
A representa t ive from Hillsides will come to 
our  meet ing and tell us about  the 
organiza t ion  and pick up the school 
supplies. 
 
3-Ring binder   Scissors (no poin t ) 
Backpack   Compass 
Pencil Box   P rot ractor  
Pencil Pouch   Erasers 
Ring Binder  Dividers Pencils (a ll kinds) 
Loose Leaf Paper  – Wide Pens 
Markers   Crayons 
Sola r  Ca lcu la tor   Dict ionary 
Thesaurus   Combo Lock 
Notebooks – Wide   Folders 
Const ruct ion  Paper  Glue(st icks OK) 
Rulers  
 

Any other  school supplies tha t  looks 
invit ing to children  and teens. 
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Le gis lative  Ne w s  

 
Marci L. Bar ret t , J D 
IWLA Director  & Legisla t ion  Chair     
Ca liforn ia  State Council of NAIW Legisla t ion 
Lia ison  
 
Dear  IWLA Members and Fr iends, 
 
 As many of you know, in  addit ion to serving 
as a  Director  and Legisla t ion  Commit tee Chair  for  
IWLA, I have been asked to serve as the Californ ia  
Sta te Legislat ion  Liaison .  In  tha t  capacity, I am 
encouraging as many of you who can  to join us for  
the Sta te Meet ing in Fresno on  September  16 – 17.  
Here is an excerpt  from the a r t icle tha t  I wrote for  
the September  State Newslet ter , which  I ca ll a  
pr imer  for  how a bill becomes a  law in Californ ia : 
 “There are two ways of having a  law passed 
in  Californ ia .  One is by ba llot  measure 
(proposit ions or  referendums) voted on  at  a  genera l 
elect ion and passed by a  major ity of the vot ing 
public.  The other  is through our  Sta te Legisla ture.  
Like every other  sta te in  the USA, except  the 
beloved state of Nebraska  from which my husband 
ha ils, Californ ia  has a  bicameral legisla t ive body, 
meaning there a re two houses.  Our  houses a re 
ca lled the Senate and the Assembly.  Based on the 
house from which  the potent ia l law comes, it  is 
either  ca lled an Assembly Bill “AB” or  a  Sena te Bill 
“SB.” To become a law, an  AB or  SB must  pass in  
both  the Assembly and the Senate.  When it  is 
being considered by each  house, it  is assigned to a  
commit tee, which  undoubtedly makes amendments 
to it .  Assuming it  is passed by both houses, it  then  
goes to the Governor  for  h is signature.” 
 I hope tha t  you will t ake t ime to read the 
whole Newslet ter .  P lease let  me know if there a re 
any a reas of legisla t ion  which you would like me to 
focus on th is year  for  you! 
 
In  Fellowship, 
 
Ma r ci  L. Ba r r et t , JD  
Richardson & Harman, LLP 
 

In s urance Term  of the Mon th  

 
 

Rein s u ra nce  
 

Fa cu lta t ive rein su ra n ce wh ich  is  effected  item  
by item  (often  on  a n  in d ividu a l policy), a n d  
a ccep ted  or  declin ed  by th e rein su rer  a fter  it  
u n derwrites  (s cru tin izes ) th e r is k . Fa cu lta t ive 
rein su ra n ce is  p r iced  for  th e in d ividu a l 
exposu re a n d  a  s epa ra te p rem iu m  is  pa id  
(ceded) to th e rein su rer  for  th e por t ion  of th e 
exposu re it  a ccep ts .  
  
 In  con tra s t  t rea ty rein s u ra n ce is  b roa d-ba sed , 
coverin g m a n y policies  a n d  s om et im es  m ore 
th a n  on e lin e of covera ge.   Trea ty rein su ra n ce 
is  p r iced  a s  a n  a n n u a l p rem iu m  for  th e grou p  
of policies  or  lin es  of bu s in es s  th a t  it  covers . 

Important Dates in September 
 

September 5 – Labor Day 
 

September 11 – Patriot Day 
Grandparents Day 

 
September 22 – First Day of Fall 
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Report to California State Director for 2004-2005 Term: 
 
Our president’s theme for 2004-2005 was Education.  Throughout the year, she reinforced that theme with 
gifts of books and book store gift cards to members.  
 
We were fortunate in having several new members join our association. They rapidly became key 
members whom we have come to rely on.   
 
Safety and Legislation were important items for us as well. Our Committee Chairs contributed important 
information and updates every month through our Covernote and E-mails to the members. We were also 
able to utilize their valuable information in our jobs.    
 
IWLA has always made significant contributions to worthwhile causes in our community and this year was 
no different.  We are proud to be associated with an organization that consistently responds to those in 
need year after year.   
       
September 2004 State Meeting- 9 members, including 1 First-Timer, attended the 2004 State Meeting, 
served on committees and assisted at the auction.   
 
October 2004- We held our 2nd Annual White Elephant Silent Auction as a fundraiser. 
 
November 2004– We gathered items to create care packages for soldiers overseas. Numerous donations 
of snacks, toiletries, cameras, etc were made by the members.  The chapter purchased $300 in pre-paid 
calling cards.  All were provided to “Operation Gratitude” to be distributed to soldiers in need, particularly 
those who do not have a lot of support back home. We also signed 200 holiday cards, each with a personal 
greeting to be sent to the soldiers.  Sponsor Richardson & Harman, LLP donated all shipping expenses.  
 
December 2004- We gathered toys and contributed $200 to the 2004 Annual Toy Drive sponsored by the 
Peter C. Foy & Associates. 
 
January 2005- Our Webmaster held a class and took us on an educational tour of the Internet. 
 
February 2005- Vanessa Summers (TV host /Motivational speaker/ Author) was the guest speaker at our 
Business Meeting. She gave us excellent ideas to take with us for everyday use. 
 
March 2005- We conducted the I Can Series Course- Ethics: Shades of Black & White. With all that has 
been going on in the insurance industry, this course took on additional meaning.  15 members, including 4 
First Timers, attended the 60th Annual Region VIII Conference in Redondo Beach, California. 
   
April 2005- We participated in the HBC Feeds Food Drive, put on by sponsor Hoffman Brown Company, 
who was sending packages to soldiers overseas. We also donated $600.    
 
May 2005- Our CWC Series started, attended by 7 IWLA members and 1 IWVC member. We also held our 
Annual Installation Awards Banquet at the Sportsmen’s Lodge on 5/17. Our motivating Guest Speaker was 
A. Marie Yarbor, Region VIII Vice President. 
 
June 2005- Approximately 10 of our members attended the NAIW National Conference in Reno, Nevada.  
 
IWLA is looking forward to attending the State Meeting and interfacing with our sister associations.  We are 
also pleased to be sending a representative to the CWC Competition this year. 
 
 In Fellowship, 
 
Cathryn Feely  
President 
Insurance Women of Los Angeles, Inc. 
 






