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Pr esident ’s Cor ner  
Cat hr yn Feely 
Pr esident  

 
J uly was a busy mont h f or  I WLA.  Old and new of f icer s, in addit ion 
t o our  commit t ee chair s, exchanged r ecor ds and began t o lay t he 
gr oundwor k f or  t he 2005 – 2006 t er m. 
 
On J uly 16 t h, Vict or ia Lovinggood, Mar ilyn Car t r et t , Mit ula Pat el and 
I  at t ended t he Calif or nia Council of  NAI W Leader ship Tr aining 
Wor kshop in Long Beach.  Eddie Wills, Calif or nia St at e Dir ect or , 
conduct ed t he wor kshop.  Her  t heme f or  t he year  is “Growth 
Through I nvolvement . ”  I t  was ver y inf or mat ive wit h int er act ive 
discussions and int er est ing pr esent at ions.  Our  own Mit ula Pat el, who 
is also ser ving as Communicat ions Liaison/ Websit e on t he Calif or nia 
St at e Council, gave a pr esent at ion on Nets & Webs 101 and 
included some illuminat ing gr aphics in our  handbooks. 
 
Dur ing t he lat e spr ing and ear ly summer , Car ola Meist er  conduct ed 
Communicat e wit h Conf idence (CWC) classes t hat  wer e at t ended by 
t he f ollowing ladies: 

Mar ilyn Car t r et t  Chr ist ine Chandler -Tillet t  Susan Fif e 
Lily Gast elum  Vict or ia Lovinggood  Debor ah Paladino 

Mit ula Pat el Sher r y Por t er  (I nsur ance Women of  Vent ur a) 
Our congratulat ions to all of  them f or complet ing the course! 
 
At  our  J uly 20 t h dinner  meet ing, Car ola conduct ed our  CWC Speak-
Of f .  Chr ist ine, Susan, Lily, Vict or ia, Debor ah, and Mit ula 
par t icipat ed by giving a 3 minut e pr epar ed speech and a 1 minut e 
impr ompt u speech.  3 j udges wer e appoint ed t o scor e t he speaker s.  
The j udges wer e Mar ci Bar r et t , Mar gie Scot t , and Pamela Hear d. 
 
Ever yone gave excellent  speeches and Chr ist ine was vot ed our  CWC 
Speaker  t o r epr esent  I WLA at  t he St at e Conf er ence in Sept ember .  
Debor ah was vot ed f ir st  alt er nat e and Susan was vot ed second  

Cont inued on page 2 

IWLA Cover Note 
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Pr esident ’s Cor ner  
Cont inued f r om page 1 
 
alt er nat e.  However , Chr ist ine is par t icipat ing in t he Avon Walk f or  Br east  Cancer  on Sept ember  17 and 
18 and will be unable t o at t end t he St at e Meet ing in Fr esno.  Debor ah Paladino will be our  
r epr esent at ive at  t he CWC Speak-Of f  at  St at e.  On behalf  of  I WLA, I  would like t o ext end our  
hear t f elt  t hanks t o t he cont est ant s, Car ola and t he 3 j udges f or  all t heir  har d wor k. 
 
Our  meet ing ended on a poignant  not e.  I t  is wit h much sadness and gr eat  af f ect ion t hat  we bid a f ond 
f ar ewell t o Mar gie Scot t .  Mar gie has been a member  of  I WLA and NAI W f or  mor e t han 2 decades and 
is r elocat ing wit h her  f amily t o Missour i t his mont h.  Mar gie has been a ment or  t o many of  us over  t he 
year s and ser ved in most  of  t he leader ship posit ions.  She has always been an int egr al par t  of  t he f un 
st or ies t hat  became legends at  t he St at e, Regional and Nat ional conf er ences.  Her  kindness, gener osit y 
and “shy” demeanor , lef t  us wit h no choice-she had t o be r oast ed bef or e we let  her  go of f  t o Missour i.  
Chr is, Susan, Nancy, Mit ula and t he ot her  member s, all helped cont r ibut e t o a memor able send-of f .  
Mar gie- you will be gr eat ly missed and we hope t o hear  f r om you once you’r e set t led in. 
 
Wit h Mar gie’s depar t ur e, we had 2 vacancies t hat  needed t o be f illed.  Mar ci Bar r et t  will st ep in as a 
Dir ect or  and Nancy Bur gos will st ep in as Saf et y Chair .  Thank you ladies.   
 
Vict or ia- I  would like t o ext end my compliment s on t he new Cover not e f or mat . 
 
Please r emember  t o t ake car e of  your  r egist r at ion and hot el r eser vat ions f or  t he St at e Meet ing on 
Sept ember  16 and 17 at  t he Radisson Hot el & Conf er ence Cent er  in Fr esno, CA. 
 
I n f ellowship, 
 
Ca t h r yn  Feel y, I WLA Pr esi d en t  

 

Job Line 

 
 
Please check our website for updated information 
at www.insurancewomenla.org or contact Victoria 
Lovinggood. 

Member Updates 
 
Member Updates is a column to spotlight 
the accomplishments of our members.  If 
you have received a promotion or a new 
designation you wish to share, please 
contact editor Victoria Lovinggood so that 
your accomplishments can be included in 
the newsletter. 
 

Congratulations! 
 

Mitula Patel, who is continuing her role as 
Communications Liaison for the CA Council 
of NAIW. 
 

l 
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Calendar of Events 

 
 
Monday, August 1, 2005 
DUES NOT RECEIVED ARE DELINQUENT 

Thursday, August 25, 2005 
Inroads e-mailed 
 
Wednesday, August 31, 2005 
MEMBERSHIP DROPPED FOR MEMBERS WITH 
UNPAID DUES AFTER 4:30 P.M. CST 
The NAIW Connections mailed to all members 
 
Wednesday, September 14, 2005 
IWLA Board Meeting 
 
Friday - Saturday, September 16 – 17, 2005 
CA State Council Meeting, Fresno, CA 
 
Wednesday, September 21, 2005 
Dinner Meeting (Please contact Cynthia Andrachick 
at 818-464-9365 for more information) 
4222 Vineland Ave, North Hollywood, CA 
 
 

 

Collect  for  In s u ra n ce Wom en  
Marie K. Franz en  
Ins . Wom en  of  Milw au k ee 
 
Ta ke u s , O God , u n der Th y Divin e 
p rotection . 
 
Ma ke u s  to a ct  a s  Th y m essen gers  for  
peace a n d  con ten tm en t , for  h a rm on y a n d  
u n ders ta n din g. 
 
Gra n t  th a t  we m ay see m ore clea r ly th e 
poin t  of view of oth er  m en  a n d  wom en  in  
a ll lin es  of in s u ra n ce. 
 
Rea lizin g th e h igh ly com petit ive n a tu re of 
ou r  bu s in es s , tea ch  u s  to res pect  
com petit ion  a t  a ll t im es . 
 
Keep  u s  free from  pet t in es s  a n d  u n wise 
d is crim in a tion .  Let  u s  do ou r  work  
willin gly, h on es tly a n d  th orou gh ly, givin g 
service gra ciou s ly a t  a ll t im es . 
 
Tea ch  u s , O Lord , to kn ow a n d  to rea lize 
th a t  by Th y gra ce we ca n  live in  perfect  
peace with  on e a n oth er . 
 
An d  gra n t  th a t  th rou gh  th is  orga n iza t ion  
we m a y becom e closer in  fr ien ds h ip  a n d  
u n ders ta n din g. 
 
AMEN. 
 

Covernote Reminder 
 

All submissions for the September 
Covernote are due no later than Monday, 
August 29, 2005 to the editor. 
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THE 2005 – 2006 IWLA BOARD AND COMMITTEE 
CHAIRMEN 

 
EXECUTIVE BOARD 
 
President: Ca thryn Feely 
President Elec t: Lily Gastelum, CISR 
Vic e-President: Mitula  Pa tel 
Sec reta ry: Ga il Mc Kenzie 
Treasurer: Deborah Pa lad ino, CIC, CPIW 
Covernote Ed itor: Vic toria  Lovinggood  
Immedia te Past President: Susan Fife, CPIW, 

CPCU, AAM, AIS, AIM, DAE 
Direc tors: Cynthia  Andrac hic k, CPIW 
       Vic ki Huff  
       Darlene “ Chris”  Lipka  
       Marc i Ba rrett 
 
COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 
 
Advertising : Ga il Mc Kenzie 
Arrangements: Cynthia  Andrac hic k, CPIW 
Aud it: Susan Fife, CPIW, CPCU, AAM, AIS, 

AIM, DAE 
Budget: Deborah Pa lad ino, CIC, CPIW 
Bylaws: Mitula  Pa tel 
Community Ac tion: Rhea  Meshekow 
Educ a tion: Andrea  Gab le-Setterstrom 
          Marion Graham 
Financ e: Christine Chand ler-Tillett 
Job line: Vic toria  Lovinggood  
Legisla tion: Marc i Ba rrett 
Membership : Marilyn Cartrett 
Programs: Darlene “ Chris”  Lipka  
        Marg ie Sc ott 
Pub lic  Rela tions: Lily Gastelum, CISR 
Sa fety: Nanc y Burgos 
Website: Mitula  Pa tel 
Sec ret Pa l: Vic kie Huff 
 

 
 

Upcom in g Even t  a t  ou r  
Sep tem ber  Din n er  Meetin g 

 

 
 

Wh ite Eleph a n t  Mys tery Silen t  
Au ct ion  

 
Ever  get  a  won derfu l gift  a n d  you  
h a ve n o idea  wh a t  to do with  it?  

 
Now is  you r  ch a n ce to h elp  IWLA by 

don a t in g it  for  a  fu n  fu n dra is er . 
 

Br in g you r  u n u s ed  wra pped  gift  to 
th e Sep tem ber  Din n er  m eet in g. 

 
Wra p  you r  gift  to a t t ra ct  th e h igh es t  

b id . 
 

Eye ca tch in g * Tem p tin g * Un iqu e * 
Mys ter iou s  

 
Com e join  u s  in  th e fu n  of b idd in g 

on  th e u n kn own . 
 

Brou gh t  to you  by th e Fin a n ce 
Com m it tee ch a ired  by Ch r is t in e 
Ch a n d ler -Tillet  
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Welcome Let t er to Region VI I I  Members 
From 

Region VI I I  Vice President  
Michele L.  Epstein,  AAI ,  AI S,  ACSR,  CI SR,  

CPI W,  DAE 
July 7,  2005 

 
 

Dear  Member s of  Region VI I I : 
 
Welcome t o t he 2005-2006 year  f or  NAI W, I nt ’l!  I  
can only begin t o t ell you all how excit ed and 
honor ed t hat  I  am t o be your  Regional Vice 
Pr esident  and your  link t o t he Nat ional Boar d of  
Dir ect or s.  I  know t hat  your  St at e Dir ect or s ar e as 
excit ed and as honor ed as I  am.  I  know t hat  we can 
r ely on t he member s of  Region VI I I  f or  ent husiasm 
and suppor t . 
 
My t heme f or  t his year  is “POWER” Pr of essional 
Or ganizat ion Wor king (at ) Educat ion (and) 
Relat ionships.  Looking at  t he sides of  t he NAI W 
t r iangle, my t heme and goals will coincide wit h t he 
goals and mission of  our  associat ion. 
 
By now, you have hear d f r om your  St at e Dir ect or s 
wit h inf or mat ion f r om our  Nat ional Pr esident , 
J oanna Mahoney, which pr ovides her  t heme, her  
goals and aspir at ions f or  t he year .  Please know 
NAI W is all about  you t he member .  Your  input  is 
invaluable t o me and t o t he ent ir e Leader ship t eam.  
Shar e t he accomplishment s of  your  st at e, your  local 
associat ion and your  member s.  Achieved a new 
designat ion?  Did your  local associat ion have a 
t er r if ic f undr aiser ?  Let  your  St at e Dir ect or  know.  
Let ’s all celebr at e our  successes and wor k t oget her  
t o over come your  challenges.  Your  St at e Dir ect or s 
will be sending me inf or mat ion t o shar e wit h you in 
our  Regional Newslet t er s. 
 
I  am looking f or war d t o seeing all of  you at  your  
upcoming St at e Meet ings and plan now t o at t end 
Regional Conf er ence in Las Vegas! 
 
I n f ellowship, 
 

Mi ch el e 
 

Community Act ion   
 

“Back to School Supply Dr ive” 
 

Our  community act ion  project  for  
September  is a  “Back to School Supply 
Dr ive” for  Hillsides.  P lease find it  in  your  
hea r t s to pick up as many it ems as you  can  
from the list  below and br ing it  a ll to the 
September  meet ing (lot s of back to school 
sa les a re going on  r igh t  now).  Check out  
their  website, www.hillsides.org, for  a  
deta iled look a t  th is wonderfu l organiza t ion .  
A representa t ive from Hillsides will come to 
our  meet ing and tell us about  the 
organiza t ion  and pick up the school 
supplies. 
 
3-Ring binder   Scissors (no poin t ) 
Backpack   Compass 
Pencil Box   P rot ractor  
Pencil Pouch   Erasers 
Ring Binder  Dividers Pencils (a ll kinds) 
Loose Leaf Paper  – Wide Pens 
Markers   Crayons 
Sola r  Ca lcu la tor   Dict ionary 
Thesaurus   Combo Lock 
Notebooks – Wide   Folders 
Const ruct ion  Paper  Glue(st icks OK) 
Rulers  
 

Any other  school supplies tha t  looks 
invit ing to children  and teens. 
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Safety News – Hiking 
Nancy Burgos, Safety Chairman 

 

 
 
 
Safety is important whether you are day hiking or winter backpacking.  Proper planning, preparation, 
proper clothing and taking appropriate gear along are essential to a safe and enjoyable excursion. 
 

 Before you leave plan ahead.  Learn about the area ahead of time.  Study the latest 
guidebooks and maps that give information on highways, trails, streams and other physical 
features.  Plan your trip carefully according to routes and the time you have available.  Check 
weather reports before you set out. 

 Prepare yourself physically.  If your planned recreation calls for considerable physical 
exertion, get in shape beforehand.  Do not attempt a trip that is beyond your physical 
capabilities. 

 Leave word of your destination and schedule.  In order to locate you in an emergency or 
send assistance should you need it, leave word at home or with a friend as to where you are 
going and when you intend to return. 

 Know the rules and guidelines for appropriate behavior for the area you are visiting. 
 
On the Trail 
 

 Dress appropriately for the season and where appropriate hiking shoes or boots.  Layered 
clothing is best to meet changing weather conditions.  If cool or wet conditions can be expected 
it is recommended that you avoid cotton clothing, which insulates poorly when wet and dries 
very slowly. 

 Carry a compass and a topographic map of the area and know how to use both. 
 Take along appropriate equipment and supplies.  A day pack containing rain gear, extra 

warm clothing, high energy food, water, first aid kit, pocket knife, whistle and matches in a 
waterproof container are recommended.  Sunglasses and insect repellent are also handy. 

 Do not drink water from ponds or streams unless you have treated it first by boiling, filtering 
or using purification tablets. 

 You should sign in at any Department of Environmental Conservation trail register you 
may pass.  This will assist in finding you should the need to search for you arise. 


